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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT PEREZ REQUESTS USG CLARIFICATION OF CIA 
CHARGES 

1 . UNDER INSTRUCTIONS FROM PRESIDENT PEREZ (WHO IS 
VISITING INTERIOR THIS WEEKEND), FOREIGN MINISTER 
ESCOVAR SUMMONED ME TO HIS OFFICE AT 1:30 P.M. TODAY 
(FEBRUARY 20). HE BROUGHT UP THE PRESS ALLEGATIONS 
THAT PEREZ HAD RECEIVED CIA PAYMENTS. HE SAID 

THE PRESIDENT WAS MOST UPSET AND DISTURBED BY THESE 
CHARGES, WHICH HE CONSIDERS SERIOUS AND GRAVE, AND 
WHICH PRESENT A VERY DELICATE SITUATION IN OUR 
RELATIONSHIPS. 

2. THE PRESIDENT, THE MINISTER SAID, HAD INSTRUCTED 
HIM TO REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OR THE USG 
ISSUE SOME KIND OF A CLARIFYING STATEMENT, DENY- 
ING THAT PEREZ WAS A CIA AGENT OR SOME 
SIMILAR KIND OF STATEMENT EXPRESSING CONFIDENCE 
IN PEREZ TO NIP THE CHARGE IN THE BUD. THE 
PRESIDENT REQUESTED THAT SUCH A CLARIFYING STATEMENT 
BE MADE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THE PRESIDENT HAD ASKED 
THE MINISTER TO REPORT ON HIS CONVERSATION WITH ME 
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IMMEDIATELY, AND TO KEEP HIM ADVISED. 

3. 1 TOLD THE MINISTER THAT I WOULD PASS THIS 
REQUEST TO WASHINGTON IMMEDIATELY. I SAID THAT I 
HAD NO OTHER BACKGROUND TO THE PRESS STORIES, BUT 

1 WAS SURE THAT THERE WAS NO ATTEMPT BEING MADE TO 
SMEAR PRESIDENT PEREZ PERSONALLY AS HAD BEEN SUGGESTED 
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IN LOCAL PUBLIC STATEMENTS (CARACAS 1800). THE 
MINISTER REITERATED HIS REQUEST THAT I COMMUNICATE 
WITH WASHINGTON IMMEDIATELY, AND SAID HE WOULD BE 
AVAILABLE TO ME AT ANY TIME DAY OR NIGHT. 

4. REQUEST INSTRUCTIONS. 

VARY 
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